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This research is aimed to find out whether there is difference of students’ 
writing skill in analytical exposition text after the implementation of 
Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL). The participants for this research 
were one class consisting of thirty students from the eleventh grade of a 
vocational school in Garut. It involved accounting class b which was selected 
by using purposive sampling. This research implemented pre-experimental 
design as research method. The data were obtained from English essay writing 
skill test involving pre-test and post-test in order to know the students’ writing 
skill before and after using contextual teaching and learning (CTL) approach. 
The result of the instruments was analyzed quantitatively using statistical 
analysis. It can be seen in the result of the hypothesis testing through 
Wilcoxon Test shows that Zcritical= 0.0000082 < significance level (α) =0.05. 
Therefore the alternative hypothesis of this research is accepted and null 
hypothesis of this research is rejected. And the normalized gain of this 
research is categorized as middle with average value 0.46. It means that 
contextual teaching and learning has significant effect to develop students’ 
writing skill in analytical exposition text 
 




In the globalization era, writing skill is one of the most important skills in language 
learning, because it has many advantages in various aspects. Foong (1999) in Septiana, R 
(2016) claimed that learning to write is important and useful for language and rhetorical 
practice for communication, and as a discovery as well as cognitive process. It can help 
students to develop and express their arguments by using oral or written. Moreover, it is 
also extensively used in higher education and in the workplace. If students do not know 
how to express themselves in writing, of course they will not be able to communicate well 
with everyone. On the other side, writing is recognized as one of literacy activities that is 
more complicated than speaking skill because writing process requires different 
competencies and skills that involve the stages of prewriting, drafting, revising and editing 
(Shields, 2010).  
Sometimes it makes writing process so long and complex to do. In line with Brown 
(2001) "Writing is a very complex activity for its complicated components such as the 
development of ideas, syntax, grammar, organization, vocabulary, content, communication 
skills, using of punctuation." Richard & Renandya (2002) as in Suparman, L.,  Marhaeni, 
A.A.I.N.,  & Dantes, N. (2013) said that the difficulty of writing is in developing and 
organizing the ideas using an appropriate choice of vocabulary, sentence and paragraph 
organization and translate these ideas into a readable text. Therefore, students must take so 
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much time for writing, thus the most students considered writing as a difficult subject 
(Emilia, 2005). 
According to the matters above, the teachers have to apply suitable approach to teach 
writing especially analytical exposition text. In line with this, Wilkins (1983) stated that 
the students’ learning depends on the effectiveness of the teachers’ technique. Therefore, 
use of interesting approach and method is necessary for motivating students in learning 
English especially writing, as well as for adjusting the material and avoiding the students’ 
boredom. By mastering a good method in English learning process, the teacher will be able 
to perform well in the teaching learning process and simultaneously will be able to achieve 
the target 
 
CONTEXTUAL TEACHING AND LEARNING (CTL) 
 
Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) can be used to increase students’ skill in writing 
analytical exposition text of eleven grade Vocational School, since students link the 
academic materials with context of life. According to Johnson (2002): 
“Contextual Teaching and Learning is a brain compatible system of instruction that 
generates meaning by linking academic content with the context of a student’s daily life”.  
Berns & Patricia (2001) “Contextual teaching and learning helps students connect the 
content they are learning to the life contexts in which that content could be used". It helps 
students easier and enjoy when they are learning writing because they will be interesting 
when the material they learn connects to the real life. 
 
CTL is called as contextual approach because the concept helps teacher to connect 
the material of teaching with students daily lives so that motivates students to connect the 
relationship between knowledge that they have with the implementation in their daily lives. 
It is supported by Johnson (2002) as follow: 
“Contextual teaching and learning is a system that stimulates the brain to weave patterns 
that express meaning. Contextual teaching and learning is a brain compatible system of 
instruction that generates meaning by linking academic content with the context of a 
student’s daily life. Taking advantage of the fact that the environment stimulates the brain’s 
neurons to form pathways, the system focuses on context, on relationship.” 
By using this method, students can make the relationship between the materials of 
learning with its environment, their daily life or experiences. In addition, it helps students 
to understand the meaning of materials by associating the materials with the context of 
students’ life, so that students have a dynamic and flexible knowledge to construct students 
own understanding actively. 
The teacher’s role in CTL classroom is to motivate students to learn. The motivation can 
be in the form of appraisal or reward. Besides that, to implement it , teacher can do some 
strategies. Crawford et, al (2005: 3-13) stated that there are five strategies in CTL as 
follows: 
1. Relating 
In relating, teachers link a new concept to something completely familiar to the students, 
thus connecting what students have already known to the new information. 
2. Experiencing 
This approach is not possible if students do not have relevant experience or prior 
knowledge. Teachers are able to overcome this obstacle and help students construct new 
knowledge with hands-on experiences that occur inside the classroom. This strategy is 
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called experiencing. In experiencing students are learning by doing through exploration, 
discovery and invention. 
3. Applying 
Applying strategy can be defined as learning by putting the concepts to use. Clearly, 
students can implement the concepts when students are engaged in hands on problem 
solving activities. 
4. Cooperating 
Cooperating learning makes students easy to learn and discuss the materials with friends 
in group. It appears that students learn in the context of sharing, responding and 
communicating with other learners in writing process. 
5. Transferring 
In contextual classroom, the teachers’ role is expanded to include creating a variety of 
learning experiences with a focus on understanding rather than memorization. Transferring 
is a teaching strategy that is defined as as using knowledge in a new context. 
 
ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF CTL 
 
According to Johnson (2002) CTL also has some advantages and disadvantages. The 
advantages of CTL are: 
1. The students find the benefit of learning in the classroom because they can relate the 
subject to the real situation where they can make connections between what they are 
learning and how that knowledge will be used. 
2. The teaching circumstance will call upon students’ active participation in the teaching 
process since the students are actively involved in learning process by awakening their 
entry behavior. 
3. The students have got no more difficult time in understanding the materials since they 
are provided many practices. 
4. The students can share with their friends about the topic during the teaching and learning 
process in the classroom. 
5. The students have a chance to observe something by themselves and finally make the 
conclusion of what they have observed that result in finding something by themselves. 
6. The teacher can find the students’ abilities, problems in acquiring the knowledge during 
the teaching learning process so that the teacher can describe the real competence of 
students to the subject matter. 
The disadvantages of CTL are: 
1) Self-discovery will not occur if the whole students in one group consist of weak 
students. 
2) It forces the teacher to make special preparation before teaching in the classroom. 
3) It spends much time during teaching learning process. 
WRITING SKILL 
 
Writing is one of the most important skills that must be learnt in language learning. Writing 
does not just connect words with words or sentences with sentences, but also it can convey 
information and ideas clearly. Find ideas, give meaning and put it in paragraph or text. 
Kellogg (2001) stated that writing is a cognitive process that tests memory, thinking ability 
and verbal command to successfully express the ideas; because proficient composition of 
a text indicates successful learning of a second language. Boardman (2002:11) who states 
that writing is a continuous process of thinking and organizing, rethinking, and 
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reorganizing. According to Raimes (1983:2), writing is a skill in which we express ideas, 
feelings and thought that are arranged in words, sentences and paragraph by using eyes, 
brain and hand. Brown (2001) says that writing is a thinking process.  
Furthermore, he states that writing can be planned and given with an unlimited 
number of revisions before its release. In line with Nunan (2003) writing is the process of 
thinking to invent ideas, thinking about how to express into a good writing, and arranging 
ideas into a statement and a paragraph clearly. It indicates the learners are expected to 
explore ideas and to make it into a good paragraph; besides, writing is both a physical and 
a mental act. It is the physical act of committing words or ideas to some medium, whether 
it is an object or a symbol or an email message.  In addition, it can be conclude that writing 
is a process of thinking and a media to express the ideas or arguments, and feelings which 
is expressed through written form.  
According to (Pulverness , Spratt, & Williams, M., 2005) writing is one of 
productive skills which involve communicating a message by making signs, forming letters 
and words, and joining them into a series of sentences that link together to communicate 
that message. Furthermore Harmer (2006) says writing is used to help students perform a 
different kind of activity. Students need to be able to write to do their activities. It means 
that writing is an important skill that must be had by students to help their activities in their 
life. 
According to Harmer (2007:4), there are many processes of writing, they are: 
1) Planning  
Before starting to write, the writer must have planning what thing that will be expression 
the paper. The material that will be written can appear from own experience or others. 
2) Drafting  
It refers to the first version of a piece of writing as a draft. This first ‘go’ at a text is often 
done on the assumption that it will be amended later.  
3) Editing (reflecting and revising)  
Once writers have produced a draft then usually read through what they have written to 
see where it works and where it does not. 
4) Final version  
This is last step in writing. Harmer says, once writers have edited their draft, making the 
changes they consider to be necessary, they produce their final version. This may look 
considerably different from both the original plan and the first draft, because things have 
changed in the editing process.  
 
ASPECTS OF WRITING 
 
There are some aspects of writing that have to be considered by a writer to be existed 
in their writing. According to Jacobs et al (1981: 90), they are explained as follow: 
1) Content 
Content refers to the substance of writing, the experience of main idea. i.e., group of related 
statements that a writer presents as unit in developing a subject. 
2) Organization 
Organization refers to the logical organization of content. It is scarily more than attempt to 
piece together all collection of fact and jumble ideas. 
3) Vocabulary 
Vocabulary refers to the selection of words which are suitable with the content. 
4) Language Use 
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Language use refers to the use of correct grammatical form and synthetic pattern of 
separating, combining, and grouping ideas in words, phrases, clauses, and sentences to 
bring out logical relationship in paragraph writing. 
5) Mechanic 
Mechanic refers to the use graphic conventional of the language, i.e., the step of arranging 





According to Djuharie (2009: 121) also states that analytical exposition is a text elaborates 
the writer’s idea about the phenomenon surrounding. It can be said that while having the 
text, the writer’s opinion is involved. To make the readers easily get the purpose of the 
text, it is necessary to arrange the text in good order.  
Social function of analytical exposition texts is to give the readers an argument or opinion 
from writer about the topic. According to Gerot and Wignel (1995: 197) the organization 
of it as follows:  
1) Thesis, it usually includes a preview argument or opinion.  In this part, the writer 
introduces the topic or main idea that will be discussed. 
2) Arguments, it consists of a point and elaborate sequence. In this part, the writer 
presents arguments or opinions to support the writer’s main idea. 
3) Reiteration, restate the position more forcefully. 
In short description, Gerot & Wignell (1995: 198) state that significant language 
features of analytical exposition text are as follows:  
1) Focusing on generic human and non-human participants,  
2) Using simple present tense,  
3) Using relational process,  
4) Using internal conjunction, such as firstly, secondly, next, finally etc. 
5) Causal conjunction or normalization. Such as because, consequently, despite, due to, for 




Given to the purpose of this research, a quantitative method with pre-experimental design: 
one group pre-test and post-test was used in this research. The researcher used this method 
because the main data of this research obtained from students’ score writing test. As stated 
by Muijs (2004) quantitative research is based on numerical data analyzed statistically, so 
that numerical data can be analyzed using statistical procedures. This research was 
conducted in one of Private Vocational School in Garut. The population in this research 
was the eleventh grade of private Vocational School consisting of 2 classes of accounting 
department. In this case, researcher decided to choose 1 class of accounting major as the 
sample consisting of 30 students, 11 are male and 19 are female.  
The sample was taken by using purposive sampling. The researcher used purposive 
sampling based on the discussion with the teacher in that school, that the class has superior 
character rather than the others thus it is more interesting for the researcher and easier in 
teaching implementation. It is supported by (Cohen, Manion, & Morrison, 2007) 
“Purposive sampling is done based on the researcher’s or specific purposes”. 
The instrument of this research was pre-test and post-test where the students should 
make an essay of analytical exposition text. After the data have been collected and scored 
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by using Jacob assessment (1981), after that the data have to be analyzed by using 
statistical calculation. The first was normal distribution test (Lilliefors test), it was because 
one of test from this research was not normally distributed, so the next step was Wilcoxon 
test to test the hypothesis. And the last was normalized gain test was used to know how far 
the effect of CTL to develop students’ writing skill in analytical exposition text. 
FINDINGS 
 
After analyzing and computing the findings, the researcher got the result of this research. 
The first, accordingly to the computation result of the difference score between pre-test 
and post-test showed that Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) had significant effect 
in writing analytical exposition text. This was proven by average post-test was higher than 




Based on findings in this study, the result of students writing improvement could be seen 
from the difference of pre-test and post-test score. After normal distribution test was done, 
it appeared that the data was not normally distributed. It was because Lmax = 0.219 and 
Ltable=0.168. In addition, it happened because the situation at pre-test and post-test is 
different. On pre-test, the atmosphere was more relaxed because students were asked to 
make analytical exposition text based on their abilities. While in the post-test, students 
were required to be able to make a good analytical exposition text in accordance with what 
has been given on treatments.  
Therefore, Wilcoxon Test was carried out because the data was not normally 
distributed (Sundayana, 2015). Wilcoxon Test was used to test the hypothesis and know 
the different between pre-test and post-test. The result shows in this research   𝑧𝑐𝑟𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑙 =
0.000082 < 𝐴𝑙𝑝ℎ𝑎 (𝛼) = 0.05. Hence Null Hypothesis (Ho) is rejected and Alternative 
Hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. It meant Contextual teaching and Learning approach has 
significant effect to develop students’ writing skill in analytical exposition text.  
The research indicated that the using of Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) to 
develop students’ writing skill in analytical exposition text was success. There was relation 
between this approach and students’ writing skill in analytical exposition text. The 
hypothesis testing showed that Ho was rejected and Ha was accepted. In normalized gain 
test, the data showed low improvement as much as 20%, medium improvement 73% and 
high improvement 7%. The improvement of students was influenced on their active role 
when they followed learning process thus they got good improvement in post-test since 




As has been stated in the first chapter, this research is aimed at find out whether there is 
difference of students’ writing skill in analytical exposition text after the implementation 
of Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL). Moreover, the participants in this research 
were one class consisted of 30 students in eleventh grade in one of private vocational 
schools in Garut. The students were asked to do pre-test and post-test. 
In line with the objective of the research above, there is the conclusion of this 
research. The conclusion is presented based on the research problem which is about the 
effect of using Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) approach to develop students’ 
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writing skill in analytical exposition text. The conclusion of this research was supported 
by research findings from pre-test and post-test. The result showed that the mean of pre-
test is 64.13 and the mean of post-test is 81.83 which means the mean of post-test result is 
higher than pre-test. 
Therefore, the conclusion was that Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) has 
significant effect and effective to be applied in developing students’ writing of analytical 
exposition text. The result of this conclusion also from the statistical calculation using 
Wilcoxon Test showed that 𝑧𝑐𝑟𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑙 = 0.000082 < 𝐴𝑙𝑝ℎ𝑎 (𝛼) = 0.05. So null 
hypothesis (Ho) there is no effect of using CTL to develop students’ writing skill in 
analytical exposition text was rejected and alternative hypothesis (Ha) there is a significant 
effect of using CTL to develop students’ writing skill in analytical exposition text was 
accepted. And based on the normalized gain data there was an improvement on pre-test to 
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